
1 
 

 
 

Appropriations Committee 
Subcommittee on Conservation and 

Development 
Public Hearing on 2/27/2023 

 
HB 6659 - AN ACT CONCERNING THE STATE BUDGET FOR THE 

BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE 30, 2025, AND MAKING APPROPRIATIONS 
THEREFOR. 

Testimony of 
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art 

 
Good evening Senator Osten, Representative Walker, Senator Berthel, Representative Nuccio, 

and other distinguished members of the Appropriations Committee. Thank you for the 

opportunity to provide comments to this committee regarding the state budget and funding for 

arts, culture, and tourism funding (HB 6659 - AN ACT CONCERNING THE STATE BUDGET FOR 

THE BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE 30, 2025, AND MAKING APPROPRIATIONS THEREFOR). 

As the Chief Executive Officer of the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, I want to thank the 
Committee members for all of your support through the years for arts, culture, and tourism in 
Connecticut.  We are here to speak in support of expanding state funding for arts and cultural 
institutions across our entire state, such as the Wadsworth Atheneum located right here in 
Hartford. This Committee’s support and the Executive Branch’s support, especially during the 
pandemic, was critical not only for the Wadsworth but also for the immense diversity of arts, 
cultural and tourism attractions across Connecticut. Please continue and hopefully expand that 
support and commitment for the FY 2024 & 2025 budget. The impacts of the pandemic on the 
greater arts community are great and long term and so are the needs for responsible, reliable, 
and sustainable levels of support.  
 
The arts, culture, and tourism communities have advanced a proposal that is designed to 
address the underfunding in the past by recommending an increase of $58.5 million.  The 
proposal’s goals are to ensure funding at a level that more fully supports the arts and cultural 
organizations and is also reliable, equitable, and more holistic in its approach. With this plan 
and expanded funding, Connecticut’s tourism industry will grow and more fully compete with 
our surrounding states. The expanded funding will provide help immensely, including additional 
statewide marketing dollars and funding for workforce development. Very importantly, the 
plan also ensures that arts and cultural organizations that currently receive state funding, such 
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as the Wadsworth, will both maintain their current allocations and participate in a responsible 
increased level of state funding going forward.  
 
For the first time ever, last year this Committee included $200,000 in the budget for the 

Wadsworth for which we are very grateful. This amount of funding has been incredibly 

beneficial in ensuring our museum remain a vibrant tourism destination for Connecticut 

residents and beyond and we hope this line item continues in the future.  

As one of the premier art and cultural institutions here in our state, the Wadsworth attracted 
more than 100,000 visitors annually pre-Covid with 30% of visitors from outside the state 
positively enhancing our local economy. The Wadsworth also provides stable employment and 
robust benefits for 110 people with a total payroll/benefits in excess of $4.8M per year. Also, 
we have continued to educate K-12 classes across the state through their participation in 
curated virtual tours of the museum during the pandemic. We are gradually transitioning back 
to in-person visits supported with free bus transportation for underserved communities. Finally, 
the museum consistently delivers critically acclaimed exhibitions drawing new audiences and 
generating positive press advancing Hartford’s stature as a great place to live, work and play. 
 
The Wadsworth looks forward to working with members of this Subcommittee on Conservation 
and Development Committee, the entire Appropriations Committee, and other members of the 
General Assembly to continue to support our state’s arts and cultural entities. Connecticut has 
some of the best museums, theaters, music venues and other tourism attractions that are a 
major economic driver. The goal is to continue to support and further strengthen the arts and 
other cultural institutions which are integral to tourism and our state’s overall economic 
vibrancy. 
 
In closing, thank you for your consideration to expand funding and support of our state’s art, 
culture and tourism industry. 
 
Jeffrey N. Brown 
Chief Executive Officer  
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art 
600 Main Street, Hartford, CT 06103 
(860) 838-4088 (Office) 

(860) 302-7492 (Cell) 
jeff.brown@thewadsworth.org 
www.thewadsworth.org 
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